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Thank you so much for supporting Hudson Hall and the transformative 
power of art to create change, community, and connection. When many arts 
organizations are decreasing programming or closing their doors, Hudson 
Hall is doing the opposite, and that’s because of donors like you, many of 
whom have been on this journey with us for decades.

We are especially proud to honor Elena Mosley, Walter Sudol, and Steven 
Johnson, whose leadership and generosity have helped shape this work and 
its impact in the community.

Our foundation is deep, our audience is growing, and our vision is bold and 
welcoming.

Stay with us, and find meaning and joy here. 

– Doug Wingo, Gala Committee Chair

This year’s gala is conceived as a vernissage, a preview of the season ahead. 
Rather than building the evening around speeches, we’ve chosen to lead with 
the artists, offering a glimpse of what’s taking shape at Hudson Hall in the 
coming year.

Hudson Hall is a place where artists develop new ideas, and where audiences 
can experience that up close. Throughout the year, we create opportunities to 
engage directly with the creative process through workshops, open rehearsals, 
and time spent together, with all of our youth programs offered free of charge.

The artists you’ll see tonight reflect that continuum, from dancer and 
choreographer Bobbi Jene Smith, to countertenor Aryeh Nussbaum Cohen in 
Deidamia, to Hudson Jazz Festival artists Vuyo Sotashe and Chris Pattishall,  
all participating in residencies and new commissions in the coming year.

Thank you for being part of it.

– Adam Weinert, Executive Director

Welcome & Thank You
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A heartfelt thank you to our Host Committee for your invaluable 
commitment and generosity.	

Hudson Hall Gala Host Committee

Alison Lankenau

Carla Sadoff

Christine Boeke

Cynthia R. Richards*

Dawn Tsien* & Tony Albino

Don Moore

Doug Wingo* & Tim Legg

Dr. Maria Theodoulou

Elaine Koss & Donald N. Gellert*

Frances Spark & Michel Goldberg*

Holly Stair*

Jane Ormerod & Peter Darrell

Jean Warshaw & Robert Michel*

Jeanne & Robert Meister

Johnson Gallagher LLC

John Van Ness Philip*  

	 & Andrew Loren Resto

Karen Schlather

Kristin Gamble

Lindsay & Brian Shea

Mary Ellen Ross* & Vern J. Bergelin

Maryna Bilak Haughton  

	 & Maurice Haughton

Melissa Hougland

Nancy Cobean

Paul M. Barrett*

Perla Capriles

Peter Frank & Jonathan Lerner

R.B. Schlather & Adam Weinert

Robin & Miles Flamenbaum*

Sarah Lipsky* & Timothy Doyle

Second Ward Foundation

Stephen Petronio & Jean-Marc Flack

Susan Hendrickson*

Suzanne Frye

Terence R. Law & Llewellyn P. Young

Thomas Froese  

	 & David Anthony Reyes

Tom Viola

Walter Flamenbaum*

*Member of the Hudson Hall Board of Directors

Thank you, Hudson Hall, 
for creating community through the arts.

Photo by Matthew Murphy

Fire Island Dance Festival 
July 18 & 19

and save the date for

Hudson Valley Dance Festival 
October 10, Catskill, NY

Tickets and information at dradance.org

dradance.org



Donors & Sponsors

PLATINUM
Asbjorn Lunde Foundation
Cynthia R. Richards
D’Arcy Family Foundation
Dr. Maria Theodoulou
Karen Schlather
Second Ward Foundation

GOLD
Dawn Tsien & Tony Albino
John Van Ness Philip  
	 & Andrew Loren Resto
Johnson Gallagher LLC
Martha McMaster & Sheldon Evans
Paul M. Barrett
Sylvia Ann Hewlett  
	 & Richard S. Weinert

SILVER
Alison Lankenau
Doug Wingo & Tim Legg
Elaine Koss & Donald N. Gellert
Frances Spark & Michel Goldberg

Jean Warshaw & Robert Michel
Kristin Gamble
Lindsay & Brian Shea
Mary Ellen Ross & Vern J. Bergelin
Perla Capriles
Susan Hendrickson
Suzanne Frye
Tom Viola

BRONZE
Anna D’Onofrio & Ken Kraus
Amy Chosky & Joe Cohn
Barbara & Chip Bohl
Carla Sadoff
Christine Boeke
Dr. Gretchen Stearns  
	 & Dr. Richard Weininger
Holly Stair
Illiana van Meeteren & Terence Boylan
Jeanne & Robert Meister
Maryna Bilak Haughton  
	 & Maurice Haughton
Nancy Cobean

About Hudson Hall
Built in 1855 as City Hall, Hudson Hall is an historic building housing New 
York’s oldest surviving theater. From President Theodore Roosevelt to Susan 
B. Anthony, Ralph Waldo Emerson, and “Blind Tom” Wiggins, it has hosted 
artists, intellectuals, and performers whose contributions helped shape the 
fabric of American cultural life.

Today, Hudson Hall offers a dynamic year-round schedule of performing and 
visual arts, film, and book events. Its breadth of programs range from free 
youth and adult workshops, artist residencies, and workforce development 
for youth, to world-class cultural events such as the Hudson Jazz Festival and 
the Handel on the Hudson opera series. 

hudsonhall.org I @hudsonhallny

In loving memory of 

ELLEN THURSTON  
(1932–2026)

Founding member of the  
Hudson Hall Board of Directors, 
Hudson luminary,  
and treasured friend.

Peter Frank & Jonathan Lerner
Tambra Dillon
Terence R. Law & Llewellyn P. Young
Thomas Froese & David Anthony Reyes
Walter Flamenbaum

PATRON
Anonymous
Amy Adler
Betsy Scott
Carol & David Nahon  
Christine Jones
Diane Lynch
Don Moore
Gary O. Holder & Todd N. Whitley 
Gregory Long & Scott Newman
Hal Philipps
Jan & Lester Greenberg
Jane Ormerod & Peter Darrell
Jane Trombley
Joan & Jim Hunter
Kim Knowlton  
Lise Suino & James Miller

Mark & Susan Fingar
Melissa Hougland
Nancy Zuckerman
Robin & Aleta Schappelle 
Robin & Miles Flamenbaum
Sarah Lipsky & Timothy Doyle
Serra & Glenn Butash
Stephen Petronio & Jean-Marc Flack 
Tessy Keller & Jay Neuschatz

SPONSORS & PARTNERS
Catwalk Art Residency
GOTHAM
Hudson Valley Dance Festival
Hudson Wine Merchants 
Kaatsbaan Cultural Park  
KASH, CPAs PC
Neverstill Wines
Schooner Apollonia
STAIR Galleries
Swoon KitchenBar

* Current as of April 30, 2026



Event Schedule

Welcome Remarks
Paul Barrett, Board President
Adam Weinert, Executive Director

Choreographer-in-Residence
Bobbi Jene Smith
with Keir GoGwilt, violin

Deidamia Preview
Aryeh Nussbaum Cohen, countertenor
with Ruckus:
Elliot Figg, keyboards
Keir GoGwilt, violin
Caitlyn Koester, keyboards
Clay Zeller-Townson, bassoon

Main Course

Honoring Steven Johnson & Walter Sudol
Second Ward Foundation
Video by JD Urban

Honoring Elena Mosley
Operation Unite NY
Video by JD Urban

Auction + Paddle Raise
Doug Wingo, Gala Committee Chair 

Hudson Jazz Festival Preview
Vuyo Sotashe, vocals
Chris Pattishall, piano

Closing Remarks
Adam Weinert

Dessert & Coffee 

PRODUCED BY

October 2-4, 2026

Curated by Cat Henry



Dinner Menu

To Begin
Warm baguette with cultured butter, whole-grain mustard, 
and house pickles  
Socca crêpe layered with cashew butter, sweet spring peas, 
Hudson Valley ramps, shaved radish, and watercress

Main Course (served family-style)
Slow-cooked duck confit 
Herb-crusted hake
Vadouvan-spiced cauliflower

Sides  
Local asparagus with fresh herb sauce gribiche
Potato dauphinoise

Dessert 
Classic croquembouche with seasonal fillings

Menu by Swoon KitchenBar 
Wine donated by Hudson Wine Merchants

Institute
CATWALK

Artist Residency — Catskill, New York

Proud to Partner with Hudson Hall

A multidisciplinary residency supporting artists
through time, space, and focused retreat.

www.catwalkinstitute.org

Journey west with Hudson Hall to celebrate opening night of Handel’s Rodelinda,  
directed by R.B. Schlather. 

Love opera? Contact liz@hudsonhall.org to learn more about Hudson Hall’s new Producer’s Circle.

Hudson Hall’s production of Rodelinda 
heads to the Santa Fe Opera!

July 23 – 27, 2026



Honoring
Elena Mosley, Operation Unite NY
Steven Johnson & Walter Sudol, Second Ward Foundation

Event Honorees

Elena Mosley is a visionary community leader, passionate 
youth advocate, and the driving spirit behind Operation 
Unite NY. Through her unwavering dedication, she has 
used the arts as a pathway to confidence, creativity, and 
opportunity for countless young people across Columbia 
County. As a founding board member of Hudson Opera 
House (now Hudson Hall), Elena’s 34-year journey 
of service and collaboration has included programs 
like Kuumba Dance & Drum and the annual Kwanzaa 

celebration. A proud member of NYS DanceForce, she champions the arts at a 
statewide level, including building meaningful partnerships with organizations 
such as CREATE Council on the Arts, NAACP, and Columbia-Greene Community 
College, all in service of expanding opportunities and uplifting her community.

For more than thirty years, Walter Sudol and 
Steven Johnson have been dedicated collectors of 
contemporary art. Upon establishing the Second 
Ward Foundation, they defined its primary mission 
as the stewardship of their collection through 
strategic loans and public exhibitions. To date, the 
Foundation has facilitated the loan of hundreds 
of works to prominent institutions worldwide. In 

addition to its international reach, the Foundation is deeply committed to the 
cultural landscape of upstate New York. Through a robust partnership with 
Hudson Hall, the Foundation regularly collaborates on community programming 
and curated installations. This partnership was notably highlighted last year by 
the presentation of two major exhibitions featuring the work of internationally 
acclaimed artists Wolfgang Tillmans and Christian Marclay.

Artists (In order of appearance)

Cindy Sherman is one of the most influential artists of her generation, known for 
transforming herself through photography to explore identity and representation. 
Working across film, fashion, and art history, she creates staged portraits that 
reveal and unsettle familiar stereotypes. Her groundbreaking Untitled Film Stills 
(1977–80) reimagined female archetypes from mid-century cinema, while later 
series engage historical portraiture through theatrical artifice. 

Sherman’s sculptural set for Stephen Petronio’s dance Island of Misfit Toys 
(2003) is on view this evening.

Bobbi Jene Smith is a dancer and choreographer who has created original 
works, often in collaboration with Or Schraiber, for the Ballet de l’Opéra 
national de Paris, the Martha Graham Dance Company, the Royal Danish 
Ballet, Theater Basel, L.A. Dance Project, and Batsheva Dance Ensemble. She is 
artist-in-residence at L.A. Dance Project, made her Off-Broadway debut in 2023, 
and is a founding member of the American Modern Opera Company. Hudson 
Hall welcomes Smith as its 2026 choreographer-in-residence, culminating in a 
new work to be presented in fall 2026.

Keir GoGwilt (violin) is a string instrumentalist, composer, and founding 
member of the American Modern Opera Company (AMOC). Described as a 
“formidable performer” (New York Times) with an “evocative sound” (London 
Jazz News), he has appeared as soloist with the Sinfonieorchester Basel, 
Orchestra of St. Luke’s, and Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra. Recent projects 
include The Edinburgh Rollick with Ruckus and new works for JACK and 
Bergamot Quartets. He holds a PhD in Music from UC San Diego.

Countertenor Aryeh Nussbaum Cohen has been described by The New York 
Times as “a young star.” A sought-after performer, he has appeared with 
The Metropolitan Opera, San Francisco Opera, and at Carnegie Hall and 
the Salzburg Festival. His recent and upcoming seasons include title roles in 
Handel’s Rinaldo, Tolomeo, and Giulio Cesare, and Gluck’s Orfeo ed Eurydice. 
His debut album Uncharted was praised by BBC Music Magazine, and his 
recording of Poems of Life received a GRAMMY® Award. Nussbaum returns to 
Hudson Hall in 2027 to star in Handel’s Deidamia, directed by R. B. Schlather.

Photo Credits: Elena Mosley (David McIntyre); Steven Johnson & Walt Sudol (Michael Lavine)



Artists

Elliot Figg (keyboards) is a keyboardist, conductor, and composer based in 
New York City. Elliot is a core member of Ruckus, ACRONYM, Makaris, and 
House of Time. Recent operatic engagements include assistant conductor and 
harpsichordist for Gluck’s Orfeo (Dallas Opera), Haydn’s Jupiter’s Journey 
to Earth (Little Opera Theatre of NY), Vivaldi’s Farnace, Cavalli’s Veremonda 
(Spoleto Festival USA), and Dido and Aeneas (LA Opera).

Caitlyn Koester (keyboards) is an early music specialist based in New York. A 
frequent collaborator with leading ensembles including Ruckus, ACRONYM, 
TENET, and Musica Angelica, she performs widely as a continuo player and 
soloist. She has appeared at venues including the Frick Collection and with 
ensembles across the United States. Koester is co-founder of the harpsichord 
duo Koester & Figg and is active in both historical performance and new music 
for early instruments.

Clay Zeller-Townson (bassoon) is the founder and artistic director of Ruckus. 
Clay was born in Nova Scotia, raised in eastern North Carolina, and found his 
way to the baroque bassoon by way of the tenor saxophone. Since 2023 he has 
been a visiting instructor of baroque bassoon at New England Conservatory. 
He performs across the continent with Ruckus, Tafelmusik, The Handel + Haydn 
Society and others.

South African vocalist Vuyo Sotashe and American pianist/composer Chris 
Pattishall have developed a distinctive artistic partnership shaped by more 
than a decade of collaboration. Since they formed their duo in 2020, they have 
been recognized with a residency at Joe’s Pub and have cultivated a repertoire 
spanning Duke Ellington, Nina Simone, and Stevie Wonder alongside South 
African Xhosa hymn traditions. Their debut EP, Invocation, was co-produced by 
Rafiq Bhatia and Eric Oberstein. This evening’s performance offers a preview of 
their headlining appearance at the 2026 Hudson Jazz Festival (October 2 – 4).

June 20, 2026
Saturday at 7 PM 

Tickets start at $30  
(plus $4 fee)
hudsonhall.org
(518) 822-1438

Matthew Aucoin, composer/pianist
William Socolof, bass-baritone

Photo of Matthew Aucoin by Steven Laxton

THE 
INNER CORE



Private Sail on the Schooner Apollonia 

Invite up to a dozen friends for a breathtaking sail down the Hudson River 
aboard the Schooner Apollonia, a 64-foot wind-powered merchant schooner.

During your 90-minute journey, indulge in a variety of regional wines that link 
all of New York, from the Finger Lakes to the Hudson Valley, gifted by Neverstill 
Wines, aptly named for “the water that is never still,” an ode to the impatient, 
ever-changing tide of the Hudson River.

Generously donated by the Schooner Apollonia and Neverstill Wines. Availability to be 
determined and coordinated with Captain Sam Merrett of the Apollonia. Must be booked 
during the 2026 season.

Photo by Sam Merrett

Live Auction

One Week Stay in an Iconic Palm Springs Modernist Gem

Escape to the desert in style with a one-week stay in a stunning Modernist 
townhouse located in Palm Springs’ iconic Country Club Estates. This 
architectural gem by architect A. Quincy Jones features signature elements such 
as clerestory windows and a seamless indoor–outdoor design. An interior atrium 
and walls of glass flood the space with light and invite the surrounding landscape 
inside; all set against breathtaking views of the San Jacinto Mountains.

Just steps from your private patio, enjoy access to a beautifully maintained 
community pool and whirlpool spa, nestled among lush grounds with citrus and 
olive trees. Ideally located within walking distance of world-class golf courses, 
hiking trails, and botanical gardens, this exceptional retreat offers the perfect 
home base for exploring Palm Springs and the greater Coachella Valley.

A true design-lover’s desert oasis.

Generously donated by Steven Johnson & Walter Sudol. Total sleeping capacity of four. 
7-night stay subject to availability and coordinated with the owner.  Reserve by June 30, 
2027. Flights not included. Cannot be resold or re-auctioned.



wines

Visit our
Tasting Salon
 739 Warren St, Hudson, NY

www.neverstillwines.com
Follow us @neverstillwines

Raise Your Paddle:  
Support the 2026–2027 Season
Support the artists, programs, and opportunities for community access 
that define Hudson Hall’s 2026–2027 season.

Access for All Underwrite community tickets, student matinees, and 
bus transportation so local audiences of all ages can experience live 
performance.

Handel on the Hudson: Deidamia Help produce this bold new 
production and introduce a new generation to the power of opera.

Hudson Jazz Festival Bring world-class jazz artists to Hudson for a 
weekend of unforgettable mainstage performances, youth workshops, and 
free Sounds Around Town pop-up shows for the whole community.

Artist-in-Residence Provide artists with the resources, space, and 
support to develop, present, and share their work with audiences and the 
community.

Exhibitions Help us present art exhibitions by local, regional, and 
international contemporary artists, and keep our galleries free and open to 
the public year-round.

Afterschool Arts Foster future generations of artists and audiences with 
free weekly classes in drama, movement, circus, music, art, and storytelling 
for children and families.

CultureWorks Invest in this transformative workforce development 
program for teens and young adults. A week-long intensive led by industry 
professionals, CultureWorks offers real-world exposure to live arts and media 
production and management.

For more information or to make a gift,  join the Producer’s Circle, 
sponsor a program, or discuss a planned gift, please contact Liz Broadfoot  
at donate@hudsonhall.org.



at the historic
Hudson Opera House 
 

327 Warren Street
Hudson, NY 12534

(518) 822 - 1438 
hudsonhall.org

COMING SOON 
TO HUDSON HALL

Vuyo Sotashe 
& Chris Pattishall
Hudson Jazz Festival
October 2–4, 2026

Bobbi Jene Smith  
& Or Schraiber
November 14 & 15, 2026

Deidamia
Handel on the Hudson  
Featuring Ruckus
April–May, 2027

Aryeh Nussbaum 
Cohen
November 8, 2026

Photo Credits: Vuyo Sotashe & Chris Pattishall (Yekaterina Gyadu); Bobbi Jene Smith (Matthew Placek); Aryeh Nussbaum Cohen (Jiyang Chen); Ruckus (David Walega) 


